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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

I. Claims 1-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nomura 

(U.S. PG Pub. No. 2002/0059318) in view of Sugiyama (U.S. Patent No. 6,965,449). 

Regarding claims 1 and 22, Nomura discloses a method of restricting execution 
of user requests for printing data, comprising: 

defining a set of one or more restricted user requests, such restricted user 
requests being restricted according to characteristics associated with such restricted 
user requests; (Fig. 3) 

receiving a user request having a characteristic; (Fig. 10) 

determining whether the received user request is included in the set of one or 
more restricted user requests based on the characteristic of the received user request; 
(P[0018] and Fig. 10) and 

Nomura does not explicitly disclose "receiving an authorization indicator before 
printing data associated with the received user request when the received user request 
is included in the set of one or more restricted user requests." 
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However, in Figs. 7-9, Nomura shows that various messages can be indicated, 
just got an authorization message. The secondary reference, Sugiyama discloses in 
column 3, lines 30-43 and Fig. 3, a typical authorization indicator that shows a 
login/password screen. 

Nomura and Sugiyama are combinable because both are in the art of printing 
information. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have used a password authentication system. 

The motivation would have been to allow an user to identify him/herself to gain 
access to print restricted data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Nomura and Sugiyama to 
obtain the invention as specified. 

Regarding claim 2, Nomura discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the 
characteristic of the received user request relates to a selected printing mode for 
printing the data, the selected printing mode specifying at least one of printing colorant, 
printing resolution, printing speed, print media source, type of print media, output 
sorting, output binding, and surface coating disposed on output. (Fig. 3) 

Regarding claim 3, Nomura discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
received user request defines an aspect of a print job, and wherein printing data 
includes sending the print job to a printing device. (Fig. 2) 
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Regarding claim 4, Nomura discloses the method of claim 3, wherein the user 
request is received from a person; and wherein defining includes receiving input 
specifying the set of one or more restricted user requests from an administrator of the 
printing device, the administrator being different than the person. (P[0079]) 

Regarding claim 5, Nomura discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the 
characteristic is a numerical characteristic, and wherein at least one of the one or more 
restricted user requests defines a threshold value for the numerical characteristic, 
determining being based on a comparison of the numerical characteristic and the 
threshold value. (Fig. 3, Fig. 10) 

Regarding claims 6 and 24, Nomura discloses the method of claim 5, wherein the 
numerical characteristic relates to printed output produced by executing the received 
user request, and wherein the numerical characteristic is at least one of size of printed 
output, amount of print media Included in the printed output, amount of colorant 
consumed to produce the printed output, duration of printing to produce the printed 
output, and amount of power consumed in producing the printed output. (Fig. 3, Fig. 10 
- shows color data) 

Regarding claim 7, Nomura discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the 
authorization indicator is at least one of a password, a code, a string of characters, and 
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a private key, and wherein receiving the authorization indicator includes requesting the 
authorization indicator after receiving the user request when the received user request 
is included in the set of one or more restricted user requests. (Again, the secondary 
reference, Sugiyama, shows in column 3, lines 30-43 and Fig. 3 a typical login screen.) 

Regarding claim 8, Nomura discloses the method of claim 1, which further 
comprises suggesting an alternative, unrestricted characteristic upon determining that 
the received user request is included in the set of one or more restricted user requests. 
(P[0079] - P[0082]) 

Regarding claim 9, Nomura discloses a method of restricting execution of user 
requests for printing data, comprising: 

defining a set of one or more restricted user requests according to printing 
modes and numerical characteristics associated with such restricted user requests; 
(Fig. 3) 

receiving a user request selecting a printing mode and having a numerical 
characteristic; (Figs. 6-10) 

determining whether the received user request is included in the set of restricted 
user requests based on the printing mode selected and the numerical characteristic of 
the received user request; (Fig. 10) and 

receiving an authorization indicator before printing data associated with the 
received user request when the received user request is included in the set of one or 
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more restricted user requests. (Again, the secondary reference, Sugiyama, shows in 
column 3, lines 30-43 and Fig. 3 a typical login screen) 

Regarding claim 10, Nomura discloses the method of claim 9, which further 
comprises suggesting an alternative, printing mode upon detemiining that the received 
user request is included in the set of one or more restricted user requests. (P[0079] - 
P[0082]) 

Regarding claim 11, Nomura discloses the method of claim 9, wherein the 
printing modes associated with the set of restricted user requests include multi-colorant 
printing. (Fig. 3) 

Regarding claim 12, Nomura discloses the method of claim 9, wherein the 
numerical characteristics associated with the set of restricted user requests include 
sizes of output. (P[0106]) 

Regarding claims 13 and 22, Nomura discloses the method of claim 9, wherein at 
least one of the one or more restricted user requests defines a threshold value for the 
numerical characteristic, and wherein determining is based on a comparison of the 
numerical characteristic of the received user request to the threshold value. (Fig. 10 and 
P[0018]) 
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Regarding claim 14, Nomura discloses the method of claim 9, wherein the 
numerical characteristic of the received user request relates to an amount of a 
consumable expected to be consumed by printing the data associated with such 
received user request. (Fig. 10 shows that a job was restricted based upon color 
properties) 

Regarding claim 15, Nomura discloses the method of claim 9, wherein defining 
includes receiving input that places a greater restriction on multi-colorant printing than 
on single-colorant printing. (Fig. 3) 

Regarding claim 16, Nomura discloses the method of claim 15, wherein the input 
restricts any received user request that specifies printed output having a size over a 
specified page limit. (P[0106]) 

Regarding claim 17. Nomura discloses a method of restricting execution of user 
requests for printing data, comprising: 

defining a selective restriction on multi-colorant printing relative to single-colorant 
printing, the selective restriction including a page limit for multi-colorant printing; (Fig. 3, 
P[0106]) 

receiving a user request specifying single-colorant or multi-colorant printing and 
defining a number of pages to be printed; (Fig. 10) 
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determining whether the received user request is included in the selective 
restriction based on the number of pages to be printed and the single-colorant or multi- 
colorant printing specified; (P[0018], Fig. 3, 10) and 

receiving an authorization indicator before printing data associated with the 
received user request when the received user request is included in the selective 
restriction. (Again, the secondary reference, Sugiyama, shows in column 3, lines 30-43 
and Fig. 3 a typical login screen) 

Regarding claim 18, Nomura discloses the method of claim 17, wherein the 
authorization indicator is at least one of a password, a code, a string of characters, and 
a private key. (Again, the secondary reference, Sugiyama, shows in column 3, lines 30- 
43 and Fig. 3 a typical login screen) 

Regarding claim 19, Nomura discloses the method of claim 17, wherein the 
received user request is sent by a person, and wherein receiving the authorization 
indicator includes requesting the authorization indicator from the person after receiving 
the user request. (Fig. 12) 

Regarding claim 20, Nomura discloses a system for controlling execution of user 
requests for printing data, comprising: 

a printing device configured to print data associated with user requests; (Fig. 2) 

and 
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a controller coupled with the printing device (Fig. 2, item 7) and including a set of 
restricted user requests according to characteristics associated with such restricted user 
requests (Fig. 10), the controller having a received user request that has a 
characteristic, the controller being configured to determine if the received user request 
is included in the set of restricted user requests based on the characteristic of such 
received user request, (P[0018] and Fig. 10) and also configured to receive an 
authorization indicator before allowing the printing device to print data associated with 
the received user request when the received user request is included in the set of 
restricted user requests. (Again, the secondary reference. Sugiyama, shows in column 
3, lines 30-43 and Fig. 3 a typical login screen) 

Regarding claim 21, Nomura discloses the system of claim 20, the controller 
being included in a separate device that is connected to the printing device. P([0096]) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571)272-7381. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571)272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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